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Innovation Island – Our Start-ups
By Rachael Krinks

Campfire Co-op

Many people imagine that Coochiemudlo
Islanders spend our life in a tropical
languid haze drinking beer on the beach
or wine in our hammocks with not much
in our brains. Wow, are they wrong.
Coochiemudlo Island has emerged as the
Redlands’ Start-Up Hub with three
Coochie residents launching successful
start-ups that are having a global
impact.
Bill Wight, Moze Crozier and Paul
Moynagh are ideas people with the grit to
turn a “What if?” into something that
makes a difference to our world.

Adieu
Bill Wight is an accountant. He’s also
Chief Operating Officer and Co-Founder of
Adieu, a start-up company providing free
access to an artificial intelligence robot
called Lumi to create a step-by-step plan to
help divorcing couples find a way for-ward
in their lives. It’s game-changing tech- .../2

By Moze Crozier, introduction by
Rachael Krinks
Sometimes when people with great
ideas think up something that we
have not come across before, they
can be so far ahead of the rest of us,
we can find it hard to understand
what it is they are doing. So I asked
Moze Crozier, a longtime resident of
Coochiemudlo Island, to help me
understand what her Campfire Coop is all about and who it helps.
“We are becoming hungrier for new
ways of working and being together.
Tired of low trust, excessive control
and inflexible work places, some
mates and I decided to create our own
organisation - an organisation that we
would really want to work in. Two
years ago we established Campfire Coop. Basically, we got tired of
workplaces that treat adults like …/16

See our May
2019 Issue for
news about
our newest art
group, The
Coochiemudlo
Artisan
Collective!
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Kindly sponsored by

07 3206 8633
admin@BayIslandTransport.com.au
www.BayIslandTransport.com.au

Servicing the Redlands and all Bay Islands since 1974
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Photograph of the month…

Adieu
Cont’d from page1
-nology, invented right here on Coochie.
“There has to be a better way!” Bill thought as he
woke one morning in March 2014. “And I’m
going to make it my job to find it,” he said to
himself with characteristic determination.
For years he’s been mulling over the 5-year
$500,000 legal battle (a battle fought for just $1.6
million worth of assets) that he’d been part of: the
divorce of a couple who were Bill’s long-term
friends and clients.
“In my 25 years in divorce litigation support as an
accountant, it was the worst case I’d been involved
in. It represented everything I hate about the waste
of the adversarial approach to reaching divorce
financial settlements.”
Months of research and thought resulted an e-book
“How to sort out your divorce in 5 weeks,” that
Bill launched at the Red Rock Cafe in August that
year. Bill always knew that an e-book was never
going to move the needle on addressing problems
associated with divorce, which, he says, “has
become a world-wide problem that clogs courts,
steals childhoods and leaves people in limbo for
years.”

Sunset over Coochiemudlo, Photo by Michael des David

Bill knew that was needed was a serious
disciplined approach and probably an online
platform.
So Bill did a deal with his son Andrew Wight, who
. . /12
EDITOR Rachael Krinks
smallislandstories@gmail.com

Easter Beach Markets
Sunday 21st April 2019
Market Stalls
Music & Food
Easter Bunny & Games for Kids
Coochiemudlo Island

GENERAL DISCLAIMER Views expressed in articles are contributors’
own and not necessarily the view of the publisher. Statements of fact are
believed to be true, but no legal responsibility is accepted for them.

CIN ENQUIRIES 0407 664 159
FOLLOW CIN
Facebook @coochieislandnews
Instagram @coochieislandnews

EDITORIAL & PHOTOGRAPHIC CONTRIBUTIONS
smallislandstories@gmail.com
Thank you to all our regular contributors!

We welcome new island and mainland retail outlet enquiries.

PRINTER: Officeworks

COOCHIEMUDLO ISLAND ONLINE
Coochie Island News https://smallislandstories.com/coochieislandnews/
Visit Coochiemudlo https://www.visitcoochiemudlo.com/
Coochie Hub https://coochiehub.com/
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Coochiemudlo Island Progress Association News
By Heather Smith
Well folks, by the time this is published we
would have had the public meeting and
information evening on share cars for the
mainland and a bus for the island. Please
check the community notice board and
Facebook pages for updated information.
Our recent Quiz night was another fun-filled
success raising $362 (after prizes) towards the
defibrillators. The evening was preceded with a
special committee dinner to celebrate the 30 plus
years that Bev Holcroft, Jenny Roundtree and
their husbands Don and Norm have tirelessly
contributed to Coochiemudlo Island Progress
Association. We thank them for their dedication
and hope we can still ask for a bit of advice
every now and then.
Your Progress Association is hoping to grow a
little, we currently have quite a large committee
which is wonderful, however we hope to create
purpose driven sub-committees to drive specific
goals. It would be wonderful to have some of
the younger family groups involved as this is
your future and your dreams to share with your
children. Have a think, talk to someone on the
current committee and let us together keep
Coochie as the very special place it is for us all.
Progress would like to congratulate Coastcare in
securing such generous funding for both
weeding and planting in the designated shoreline
areas as allowed by council.

Next Market - Easter Sunday 21st April

Book Review: Home Fire
Author, Kamila Shamsie

Review by Kylie Purdie
https://www.facebook.com/littleblackmarks/
Home Fire follows Isma and her twin siblings Aneeka
and Parvaiz, three British Muslims in the shadow of
their jihadist father and deceased mother and
grandmother. As Isma departs to study in America (the
book is obviously set pre Trump!), Aneeka starts her
law studies and Parvaiz decides to follow in the steps of
his father. Add into the mix the Home Secretary – the
first Muslim to hold the post - and his son and you have
a book that will keep you turning the pages.
Shamsie devoted a chapter to each of the five main
characters. While the story moves along a linear
timeline, the character point of view changes at various
points. I found this to be very effective as each
character bought their own motivations and
interpretations to the events. Aneeka’s chapter was
incredibly powerful and moving.
I found Home Fire engrossing. While not a hard read,
some of the events tore at your heart. The over-arching
questions for me is what would you do for love? How
far would you go to protect who or what you love? Who
are
you
willing
sacrifice
for
love?
Home Fire raises some very interesting questions about
how countries such as the UK and Australia treat those
who have been radicalised and unable to leave when
they feel they have made a mistake. It also raises
questions in regards to those who make the decisions to
declare someone stateless and how their personal views
can play a part.

Current committee members are:-

History
repeating

Craig Carter
Andrew Symes
Roger Freeman
Simon Beatty
Russell and Gabrielle Austenberry
Carrie Anderson
Peter Kroll
Heather Smith

excerpts from
ye olde
Coochie
newpapers
will be
featured from
May 2019 in
CIN!

Get Coochie Island News each month straight to your email inbox! Free!
Subscribe
https://smallislandstories.com/coochieislandnews/
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Island volunteers
brave the elements
to restore
foreshore
By Vivienne Roberts-Thomson
Coastcarers took advantage of last month’s droughtbreaking rain to plant hundreds of native grasses, shrubs
and trees along a kilometre of our bush-lined eastern
foreshore.
Overcast skies and wet conditions didn’t dampen the
enthusiasm of volunteers called out at short notice for the
planting funded by a Community Sustainability grant by
the Queensland government.
At the March working bee members also worked to reprofile dunes and stand upright casuarinas toppled during
strong winds and high tides from ex-TC Oma. To date,
Council’s emergency response has concentrated on Main
Beach and we look forward to operational works to
restore safe beach access and preserve trees on two vital
sections of the eastern foreshore.
Coastcare’s Council- approved work zones run from
Flinders (Outriggers) Beach past Norfolk, the Melaleuca
Wetlands and up to the fence at the northern tip of the
island. The Norfolk track defines the western boundary of
our work-zone which runs 16 metres west of the wetlands
track through to the eastern side of Victoria Parade East
(north of wetlands) to Victoria Parade North.

Volunteers hard at work. Photo provided by
Vivienne Roberts-Thomson

All good things are wild and free
- Henry David Thoreau

If you’d like to be part of a great team that advocates
strongly for the island environment and not afraid to get
your hands dirty please contact us:-

Vivienne on 0411226363
Chris on 0478176540
https://coochiemudloislandcoastcare.org.au/membership/

Coochie Ladies’ Luncheons
2nd Wednesday of each month
Curlew Café, at 12 noon
Please book 3207 7207

Serving Coochiemudlo Island

10th April, 8th May, 12th June, 10th July,
th
11 September, 9th October, 13th November

info@tbctax.com.au
www.tbctax.com.au

3245 1466
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Serving Coochiemudlo Island!
Coochie Contractors

Offering you the following services:
“Many thanks to Craig
Carter and Brad for our
very smart looking drive
and gates. First class job.
Concreting, steel frames,
rails and pine decking. All
done in under a week. Well
done lads.”
- Donna








Property Maintenance
Landscaping
Handyman Services
Machinery Hire
Island Deliveries
Project Management

“Coochie Contractors
provided me with prompt
service & prompt return of
calls. They’ve done a great
job with fencing, side gates
and concreting at my
property. They’re very
approachable and give great
advice.”
- Rosemary

Call Craig Carter 0439 772 495
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119 Giles Rd, Redland Bay QLD 4165
Servicing the Bay Islands since 1974

Preferred Subcontractor to all Major Courier Companies
Pick-up from all major retailers and suppliers including:




Amart
Bunnings
Eureka






Fantastic Furniture
Good Guys
Harvey Norman
And More!





Ikea
Kmart
Tile Wizards

The fleet of vans, small and large trucks, and crane trucks deliver everything
from satchels, boxes, furniture, white goods and building materials
through to full house removals!
House removals
Tiles, turf, timber, steel
Garages, sheds, carports
Bulka Bags of soil & stone

“Bay Island Transport are
simply the best! We have
been using their services
for over 3 years now.

White goods
Furniture
Tools and equipment
Bikes, gym sets

Darren, Louise, Scott, Bindi
and the team are amazing
to deal with. Nothing is
ever too much trouble and
they are always friendly
and keen to assist.

Boxes
Satchels
Flat packs
Odds and ends & more!

The service is efficient,
their prices are competitive
and
they
are
100%
reliable.”
- Karin

3206 8633
BayIslandTransport.com.au
Areas Serviced: Coochiemudlo, North Stradbroke, Russell, Macleay,
Karragarra, Lamb, Redland City and Surrounds
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Interviewed by Rachael Krinks

The best thing about living on
Coochie is....
The great community spirit.
The question I’m most asked is....
How much is a return ticket to
Coochie?
My ideal day on Coochie…
Family fun on the beach with a cold
beer.
One thing that I should do more
often is....
Cook for my wife.
I’m most grateful for ....
My 4 days off work.
My favourite spot on Coochie
is....
At my bar fridge!

RECREATION
CLUB AGM
Notice of Annual General
Meeting of the Coochie
Recreation Club Inc
Will be held at

2:00pm
Saturday 13th April 2019
At the Recreation Hall
All positions vacant
Please see Denise Foley,
President, for Nomination Forms
for Positions

Touch Football on the Oval
Every Friday with TJ
4:30pm
Laurie Burns Recreation Reserve
Elizabeth Street, Coochiemudlo Island

All welcome to watch or play
More Info Call TJ - 0478 515 154
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Meet the Makers – Bryan Kearns
Article by Rachael Krinks & Bryan Kearns
I’m the proud owner of a Bryan Kearns painting – it is
a series of love hearts of different colours, all askew
including a heart that is lying sideways, which is how I
was feeling when I bought the painting. Bryan’s work
is beautiful and thoughtful, an unusual combination.
Bryan is an abstract painter who has lived on
Coochiemudlo Island for more than twenty years. He
studied Fine Art at Leeds College of Art where he
developed a strong interest in Dada and Surrealism. He
later studied European literature at the University of
East Anglia. After immigrating to Australia in the mid
1970s, he worked at the Queensland College of Art for
12 years.
“I have developed an extensive art practice over many
years in various forms of artistic expression. For the
past few years, my paintings have been based on
colour,
grids
and
their
interaction
using
(…cont’d p. 14)

Bryan Kearns in his Coochiemudlo studio.

Sherryn Filip
Marriage Celebrant

www.campfire.coop

Moreton Island

Coaching for
personal discovery
I offer confidential coaching - for
personal or work purposes,
supporting you to discover and
learn with deep listening and
questions. Please contact Moze
Crozier at moze@campfire.coop
if you are curious to learn more.

Victoria Point to
Moreton Island & Return

I live on beautiful Coochiemudlo
Island and perform weddings all
over South East Queensland.
I can design a ceremony
especially for you, unique and
fun, short and sweet, it’s your
day, fill it with awesome
memories!
Gsfilip.wix.com/sfilipcelebrant
https://www.facebook.com/Sher
ryn-Maree-Filip-Marriagecelebrant-

0407 531 400

Grab your tent & backpack!
Walk on Return to Moreton
Island $50 per person!
Bookings essential for the
Moreton Island Barge & must
be made through Kath Smith
via telephone on
0475 740097
or
kathleen.smith@raywhite.com
M or eto n Isl and Re tu rn
T ime ta ble & Pr ices Av ai l abl e
o nli ne

AmityTrader.com
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Organise your life and business with free tech
By Cath McGregor, Modern Day PA and small business organiser
When it comes to innovation in life and business, I highly recommend looking at tools and tricks to automate, as your
time is so precious. We get pulled in all directions when it comes to managing our time, from family, kids, customers,
networking, admin, marketing, and so on. So, it pays to use the tools out there, most of them freely available (no
monthly fees). Let me tell you about a few tools that I use in life and business to automate and save time.
Automate your To-Do-List with a Task Management Tool – Trello:
I use Trello to put all my to-do’s in one place. It saves time as you don’t have to dig around to find all your lists.
Trello is an easy, visual way to manage your projects and organise your tasks. If you put your tasks and priorities in
Trello each afternoon just before you finish for the day, you’ll save time the next day, as you’ll know what you’ve got
to focus on. And it’s free.
Automate your messaging:
I use voice dictation on my iPhone, so I don’t have to one-finger type messages on Messenger or SMS. Most
smartphones now have a tiny microphone beside the space bar on the keypad that pops up when you go to send a
message reply. You can use this to record your message and it magically turns your voice into text! Amazing!
Automate your meetings:
I have reduced time spent travelling to and from meetings, by
holding some of my client meetings as ‘virtual’ meetings, using
Skype or Zoom.
(…Cont’d page 17)…

Friday Nights at Curlew Café ~ Bookings 07 3207 7207
www.curlewcafe.com
Friday night dinners at Curlew Café are becoming an island must-do. The café serves 2 courses for $30
and the menu varies each week, always including meat, chicken, seafood and vegetarian options.
Please book early to secure a table – early bookings also help the Café with catering and staffing.

Blackboard Specials on weekends - keep an eye out for them!

Seafood Baskets & Picnic Packs!

Picnic Packs

Our takeaway food packs are the perfect choice for
sitting on the beach with friends enjoying
a sunset with a glass of wine!

Pack One………………………………………….. $40.00 save $6
2 panko barramundi, 2 coconut prawns, 2 sea scallops,
6 calamari, 2 scoop chips, tub seafood sauce
(salad small extra $6) (salad large extra $9)

Seafood Baskets
Seafood Basket for One ………………….. $15.00
(served with 1 scoop chips OR salad)
Seafood Basket for Two…………………… $30.00
(served with scoop chips)
(salad small extra $6) (salad large extra $9)
Seafood Basket for Four………………….. $55.00
(served with 3 scoop chips)
(salad small extra $6) (salad large extra $9)

Pack Two………………………………………….. $40 save $7
12 baby whiting, 6 calamari, 6 chicken nuggets, 2
scoop chips, tub seafood sauce.
(salad small extra $6) (salad large extra $9)
Pack Three……………………………………….. $55.00 save $12
12 baby whiting, 6 calamari, 5 sea scallops, 5 coconut
prawns, 2 scoop chips, tub seafood sauce
(salad small extra $6) (salad large extra $9)
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Fishing News
By Michael des David
Fishing tips: Sounders and jelly beans. I use my sounder
primarily to find variations on the ocean bed. “Drop offs” are
when you find a steep change in water depth. The best way to
find this is to head out from the shore while keeping an eye on
your sounder screen. When you see the water depth changing
steeply you have found the “drop off”. Fish will patrol these
drop offs or position themselves facing into the current
waiting for smaller fish to pass overhead. They will dart out
and catch an easy meal without expending much energy.
I always first have a go at fishing at my favourite drop offs. If
I don’t have any success, I move around to find depth contour
changes on the ocean bed. The depth changes can be as little
as 300mm or as much as five meters around Coochiemudlo
Island. Large fish will claim ownership of these areas and
drive off competitors for this prime real estate. You may not
catch many fish out of these areas but they will be good
quality fish and worth the effort locating them. Other
variations include reef, rocks or rubble bottom. Many fish can
be found in these locations but it can be difficult to coax the
better fish out because they will try to swim into a crevice
once you have hooked them. You will most likely loose the
fish if are not quick enough to pull it off the bottom. Fish
these areas with as light a sinker as possible to reduce the risk
of snagging your terminal tackle.
You may frequently come across schools of fish mid water on
your sounder screen that are just not interested in your bait or
lure. This may be because they are in transit and not in feeding
mode. I have found that the only way to catch any of these
fish is to use a “jelly bean”. Not many of us can resist a jelly
bean, I love black jelly beans and even if I don’t have an
appetite for food I can always find a place for a black jelly
bean. Such a “jelly bean” for fish is a smallish succulent bait
presented in such a way that the fish can’t resist it. My
suggested “jelly bean” is a fillet cut off a pilchard about 70
mm long measured from the tail end.
Lightly hook the bait onto a #3/0 circle hook, only piecing the
bait twice. The first through the flesh side through the skin
and the second time through the skin side coming out on the
flesh side. Place a half hitch knot round the bait and close to
the eye of the hook. This be sufficient to keep the bait in
place. Run a sinker down to the hook with the swivel above
the sinker. The sinker should only be heavy enough to keep
the bait about mid stream. When the fish bites onto the bait
there must not be resistance to tear the bait off the hook. The
fish will swallow the bait because it will not feel the point of
the circle hook.
A very loose drag setting is required and the line should have
a large “belly” in it as it wafts about in the current giving off
all those delicious scents. When the fish has swallowed the
bait just gently pull back on the line to set the hook into the
corner of the fish’s jaw.

Page 10 of 20
Fishing report: There have been reports of squid
in the bay. They are plentiful around our jetty if
you like fresh calamari or would just like to use
them for snapper bait. Use a good quality squid jig
in the evening or early morning. A good quality jig
will give you an edge over other fishermen
competing for the same squid. A late Easter this
year means that our water temperature will remain
warm enough to continue catching sweetlip. Fresh
squid is the optimum bait to target Snapper. Fish
for large whiting from the shore on an incoming
tide at sunset. Catch up on the latest fishing action
on the Coochiemudlo Squire Facebook page
So, tight lines ‘til next time...

ANZAC DAY
25 APRIL 2019

Dawn Service 5.30am
Main Beach Coochiemudlo
Island
Ferry leaves Victoria Point
4.45am
Welcome – Mr. Douglas Cope
Visual Themes and Narratives –
Lt. General Sir John Monash KCMG KCB VD
Perhaps “Australia’s Finest General”
The Army Nurses Medical Nursing on Lemnos
“Hospital from Hell”
Address by Col. Graeme Roberts –Thomson
MVO RFD [Rtd]
Prayers: Rev Barry Reed
Ode- Senior Cadet TS Diamantina
Laying of Wreaths
Last Post
Reveille
Australian and New Zealand National Anthems

Sausage Sizzle &
Gunfire Breakfast to follow at
Red Rock Café
Gold Coin Donation
All Residents and Visitors are most welcome.

A friendly reminder there will be no MidMorning Service.

Enquiries to Doug Cope
0421463161
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The Amity Trader Story…
By Rachael Krinks
Amity Trader’s ferry and barge services to and from
Coochiemudlo Island are obviously critical to the viability of
our small island life. But Steve Wallace, the man behind the
shipping company right on our doorstep, remains a mystery
to many of us. So, being a curious cat, I sat down for a coffee
with Steve to find out what makes him tick and how he came
to be the owner of the barges and ferries we all rely on.
Steve’s association with Coochie started from humble
beginnings. Steve arrived at Coochie with the barge Scorpio
to help our island community when the previous company
was struggling. Down the track he then bought Sirenia, Meg
and later Rocket 2 and 3. That was the start of a long journey,
refitting the fleet for safety and reliability.
“The boats had good bones but they were in ordinary shape
and unreliable” Steve told me. “I’ve worked a lot in refit and
repair and after coming ashore from being at sea for 22 years,
I had found a solid project to get my teeth into.”
Steve’s first time on Coochie was memorable, largely due to
one of our favourite characters. “When I first came here in
2009, I loved it. I pulled into Coochie to do a job for the
Council, and a nice looking lady with a pig, a donkey and
dog appeared at the door of the barge. I thought......I could
grow to like this place. That lady is obviously the hilarious
Hayley Lake and she has become a good friend and has
hosted all nine of the legendary Amity Christmas parties.”

Proudly serving
Coochiemudlo
Island Since 2011

Barge/Ferry
(07) 3820 6557

AmityTrader.com
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Steve’s stories about what passengers ask the
deckhands are hilarious. My favourite question
from a passenger: “So, does the water go all the
way around the island?”
When it comes to safety however, Steve is all
business. “I come from an old school mentality
about engineering and ship repair. We live by the
mantra that the sea offers no generosity. Our
philosophy is to constantly re-invest in Amity
Trader's infrastructure and staff to ensure the
reliability, safety and professionalism of the ferry,
barge and charter services that so many islanders
rely on.”
A big surprise for me is learning about Amity
Trader’s Charters. I didn’t know about the barge
run from Victoria Point to Moreton Island and
return that is only $50 per person if you walk on
with your backpack! (see page 8 for detail).
I couldn’t let Steve go without asking him about the
house moving. It sure is a spectacular sight to see
someone’s loved home being maneuvered onto a
barge, something I’d never seen till I moved to
Coochie. Steve and his team work through the night
to safely deliver the homes to their new nests.

For house moving & other charters pricing
and quotes contact
Steve Wallace 0414 668 187
steve@amitytrader.com

Coochiemudlo Island ~ Coochie Island News
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Innovation Island - Adieu Continued
Cont’d from p. 2
is a programmer and human interaction design
specialist, that if Bill could get them into a startup accelerator, Andrew would come on board.
“A start-up is the perfect way to develop an idea
and to keep testing and iterating to find better
ways of doing things,” explains Bill.
Bill and Andrew became part of the University of
Queensland’s ilab start-up accelerator.
The early research on the divorce and separation
experience was done with separating and
separated couples on Coochie. This led to a study
with 50 couples thanks to an Ignite Ideas grant
from the Queensland State Government.
“Adieu is French and means elegant parting”,
explains Bill. “This reflects our ideals which are
about making divorce and separation more
collaborative, fairer and more affordable.”
“We want to see people stop taking money off
their own kids and giving it to lawyer’s kids,”
says Bill. “Adieu is not about separating couples

being besties, but it is about working together as
adults to find a legally finalised way forward in
weeks instead of years.”
Lumi is the entry point into Adieu. “Lumi is your
personal separation guide and has expertise in law,
mediation and counselling and best of all, it’s
completely free,” explains Bill. “We are a social
impact enterprise and giving every Australian access
to justice is at the very core of reason for existence.”
“Lumi is a family law robot which pushes
conversational artificial intelligence to its limits and
was designed to provide everything needed to go
right through to a legally finalised outcome,”
explains Bill.
“Adieu Assist is for those who want human support
in the form of mediation and legal professionals around 40 hours of professional support for our
fixed price of $5,000 per person. The process is led
by a mediator, supported by technology and
informed by good quality legal advice on what’s
legally fair.” explains Bill.
Go to https://www.adieu.ai/ for more.

Talk to Lumi your personal separation guide
free and obligation-free at www.adieu.ai/lumi

Coochiemudlo Island ~ Coochie Island News
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A Place of Laughter
Welcome to Your Island Getaway
Discover the magic of Moreton Bay from your
beachside retreat at Gindabara
 Connect with each other &
nature
 Sleeps 14 to 20+ guests
 Whole-venue hire
 You have sole use
 Family gatherings
 Special events
 Corporate retreats
 Wellbeing workshops
 Modern indoor & outdoor
dining and leisure areas
 Easy beach access
 Privacy and space
 Secluded sub-tropical
island
 Regular ferries & barges

“Highly recommend this
especially for a family or
friend event. Plenty of space
and excellent communal
facilities as well as private
amenities.”
- Matt
“I organised a craft and
fitness retreat for a group of
friends, and Gindabara was
the perfect location for
hosting it. Everyone had
plenty of room and privacy,
the common facilities were
awesome and the proximity
to the ocean was fantastic.
Everyone loved it!”
– Ana

Nestled against the beachfront on secluded sub-tropical Coochiemudlo Island,
In the heart of the Redlands Coast, Quandamooka Country, the tranquil sea lapping at
the shore, warm sunny weather and stunning views of nearby islands will make you want to
stay forever.

Get Connected
Your Family or Corporate Island Retreat
Get in Touch

0488 886 000
info@gindabara.com.au
https://www.gindabara.com.au/contact-us

Coochiemudlo Island ~ Coochie Island News
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Meet the Makers
Cont’d

Adrift

(…Cont’d from page 8)
random processes. I view my current work as being
totally abstract. It does not refer to the immediate
environment or external objects as do landscape and
portrait painting.
Once I form the initial concept, I then create a series of
charts using numerical calculations based on random
numbers. This provides the structure of the painting.
Before beginning, I select the placement of the colours
using similar calculations.
The actual colours to be used are decided as the painting
develops. Often, as I work on one painting, the process
can provide other ideas worthy of future investigation.
Creating these works has become an increasingly
complex and protracted process over several weeks and
months.

Upon the sea tossed by wind and
wave
Fierce storm lifts and tugs
Breaking the tangled threads that
bind
Setting free but driven wildly on
Pushed in from the sea to the waiting
shore
Not anchored now but firmly held.
How many journeys have gone before?
Many horizons and distant shores
Settled here now till this storm is
passed.

While my work is purely abstract, the environment of
living on Coochie has undoubtedly influenced me in
different ways.
Over the years I have been surprised by how much art
activity there is on the island. Writers, different crafts
people, a diverse group of painters and art groups all
contribute to the cultural ambience of the island.”

- Heather Eckersley, 2/3/19

Reflections on one of 5 boats beached on Coochie
during Cyclone Oma February 2019

The island is a wonderful place to live and be
creative.”

Yoga Retreats 2019

All Inclusive 2-Night Yoga Retreats in a comfortable beach house on
Coochiemudlo Island
$380
17th – 19th May
23rd – 25th August
1st – 3rd November
Day Retreats for Locals & Visitors
Includes 90 minute Yoga Class, Meditation & Vegetarian lunch
Saturday 10am – 4pm $60 or Sunday 10am – 1pm $40
(Saturday includes painting a Mandala)
Contact Karen at Liftoff Yoga

0400 736 208

klklenner@gmail.com
liftoffyoga.com.au
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From the Editor’s Desk
We have the best of both worlds on our little island. We
have a languid sub-tropical barefoot sandy salty seaside
lazy lifestyle; and we have modern technology (mobile
phone tower & internet) that enables many of us to work
from home and stay connected to innovative happenings in
Brisbane, across Australia and around the world. We are a
connected
community
surrounded
by
sea.
Coochiemudlians are kind, talented, skilled and creative
and focused on making our world a more wonderful place,
starting with our community and rippling ever outwards.
I do think that living in such a naturally beautiful and
peaceful place – that enables us to replenish our energies
in a deeply nourishing way - is connected to how creative
and innovative Coochiemudlians are.
I have always found the best cure for anything – and a way
of waking my creative muse - is to inhale my island. I take
customary walks around our island and as I come around
the top western corner I am hit by the sea-swallowed
muddy punge of Morwong Beach’s mangroves at low tide.
With my gaze fixed on trees, sky and birds, my feet walk
me onto the sand. I slow as I take in the beauty, remove
my shoes and sox and wander happy as a cloud along the
sand.
I find a place to lay down on my back and then I stare up
into the blue, listening to the plip plop and gentle splash of
shallow water low tide mystery creatures doing invisible
mysterious things. Plip plop. Plip plop. Plip plip plop. Not
a soul around as I lie, listening, watching, breathing. I
inhale my island.
And then, some voices and a small group of three people
emerge and wander by. I sit up, say Hi, then lie back down
again not wanting to miss a moment of island bonding
with my sand, sea and sky.
The light changes to inky blue, and I get up and wander
home, shaking sand out of tousled hair and clothes and
limbs, before settling down to write. I am so grateful to
have this beautiful natural world, this ever-changing
seascape, as part of my life.
Thanks for reading Coochie Island News! It means a lot to
me, and to our advertisers who make publication possible.

Daniel Klein
Klein Corporate Contracting Pty Ltd
0403 383 938
enablingchange@gmail.com
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Rachael Krinks
Publisher & Editor

Coochie Island News

0407 664 159
smallislandstories@gmail.com
https://smallislandstories.com/coochieislandnews/

Coochie Island News
What our readers are
saying:“I love reading it. It is informative
and interesting. I think you have
done the island community a great
service. Congratulations and keep
up the good work.”
- Rob
“Thank you so much for
resurrecting the local newspaper.
It’s such an enjoyable read.”
- Christine
“Just picked up a copy of the
February issue from the café after
a busy early morning at the gym.
Have made myself a coffee and am
sitting back on my day bed eagerly
devouring your fantastic
newspaper. What a great asset it is
for our community.
Congratulations! Well done.”
- Helen
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Innovation Island
…Cont’d from page 1.
like they are toddlers and can’t make good choices or
decisions for ourselves.
Our bold experiment uses a cooperative legal structure where members own the co-op and members and
supporters have come from Brisbane, Coochie,
Warwick, the far south coast of NSW, and now Inverell,
Kyogle and Sunshine Coast.
We work in deep collaborative ways with organisations,
communities and people who want to shift the old ways
of working and create environments where all people
can contribute and be supported to be their best. And
we believe that we need to learn to work together like
never before - and it can be challenging.
We walk our talk, using minimal structures, principles
and practices to guide us in wise decision making,
meetings that matter, purpose, strategy, dealing with
conflict, and increasing engagement, commitment and
motivation. These are the tools we bring into the
organisations and systems we work in.
It’s hard to describe the work we do. We’ve been
described as change consultants, facilitators, mentors,
coaches, process designers and creative and innovative
entrepreneurs. We see ourselves as guides for a new
future in a world where people are longing for a new
way.
We host short or longer term engagement and change
processes, walking alongside organisations and people
and using all of the wisdom in our own organisation.
It’s not that people don’t like change, we just don’t like
change we haven’t been a part of creating. If lasting
change that benefits everyone is appealing to you (even
if it’s a little scary), or if you are just curious and want
to know more, please call Moze on 0411 398157 or Mel
on 0400 412498.”

www.campfire.coop
Coochiemudlo Island Heritage
Society Event
Open morning at the History Room in the
Community Hall
Saturday 11th May 10.00 am – 12.00 noon
Join us for a talk on Coochiemudlo’s historical
maps
Keith Slack and Rae Wear to host
All welcome
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Another Coochie Success Story:
Commit Works - Fewzion
By Rachael Krinks & Paul Moynagh
In 2009 when I moved to Coochiemudlo Island I shared
my ferry commutes with Paul. I always looked forward
to sitting out on the deck of the ferry with Paul because
of his quick mind, entrepreneurial spirit and openness to
new ideas. Our chats were the most stimulating
conversations I had on any given day. Paul also has the
biggest smile of anyone I have ever met. Before we
knew Paul’s name, my partner at the time used to call
Paul “The Smiling Man.”
At that time I think Paul had just founded Tough
Problem, a design strategy firm using design thinking to
help companies design meaningful customer
experiences. Fast forward to 2019 and Paul is now CoFounder and CEO of Commit Works – Fewzion. His
company makes software that integrates frontline
planning and scheduling in industrial businesses, to get
everyone working together on the same page.
Paul and his team got sick and tired of the waste in
operations consulting. They built one too many
spreadsheets, paper tools and whiteboards for teams that
shook their heads and said “why are we still using these
old fashioned tools?”
“We built our first product “Fewzion” to help get
everyone onsite on the same planned page each shift and
to then enable supervisors to track performance using
short interval control. Each of these operations is now in
the top 10% of performers in their industry due to better
coordination and leadership of day to day frontline
work.” Paul says some of the world’s largest mining
companies have seen massive production and safety
improvements after implementing Fewzion.
So what’s the secret to his success? Paul credits his
team and their grit. “We’ve built a very diverse team, 40
people from 6 different continents and 20 different
countries and we’re all enthusiastic and excited about
what we’re involved in. That really makes a difference
because it means people stay with us. Being stubborn
and persistent enough to see it through is also much
more important than simply having a great idea.”
As our chat draws to a close, Paul notes an interesting
parallel between successful entrepreneurs and
Coochiemudlians. “Starting a company is hard. Island
life can be too. We islanders and entrepreneurs seem to
share key traits. We all seem to have a risk-taking gene,
a capacity for creative problem solving and the grit to
overcome obstacles.”
I think he’s right. Maybe that’s why this pretty little
island has become start-up central!
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Organising tips
Cont’d
(…Cont’d from page 9)
Automate your meetings Cont’d:
These tools allow you to hold a one-to-one
video call over your wifi. It’s also great in
that you don’t lose the inter-personal
connection. And it’s free.
Automate your social media posts with
Canva:
I use Canva to easily create designs using
drag and drop. It’s all ready to go with
thousands of templates for any type of
document or artwork you can think of,
including social media posts, banners,
letterheads, flyers, posters and ads. And
it’s free.
I hope these tips are useful so you save
time in life and innovate in your business.
Enjoy!
Cath McGregor, Business Organiser

Photograph of this beautiful Brahminy Kite provided by
Nikki Cornwall of Coochie Boat Hire and Visit
Coochiemudlo @visitCoochiemudlo

https://moderndaypa.com/
0422 509 697

If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because
he hears a different drummer
– Henry David Thoreau

Drones – The 6 Rules
By Aaron Goldwater
Drones are becoming quite prolific around the island and in other places. Most know I run a drone primarily for
work and have enjoyed some intriguing and interesting comments over time. There are rules in place to ensure
safety, privacy and so the amenity of populous areas are respected, and I thought I’d share these with you.
CASA’s 6 basic rules for drone use:






Drones must only be operated in daylight and in YOUR line of sight
To fly for money you must have an unmanned operators certificate
You must not fly closer than 30 metres to vehicles, boats, buildings or people
You must not fly over populous areas like beaches, other people’s backyards or heavily populated parks
You must not fly higher than 400 feet (120m)
Do not fly within 5.5km of an airfield – note when a Medivac helicopter is arriving at the Coochie Oval it
becomes an airfield under law
From 1 July 2019 all drones over 250gm must be registered with CASA and all drone operators will be required to
pass an online test. Police will have access to the drone database.
For further information feel free to contact me on 0498 888 849or go to www.casa,gov.au/rpa
Aaron Goldwater is a CASA certified Drone pilot.
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What is the property market doing?
By Catherine Goldwater, LJ Hooker Cleveland
I’m asked this question everywhere I go! The media is
full of doom and gloom but they only seem to report on
capital cities, usually Sydney and Melbourne. They also
often only report a 1 or 2 month period, which in the
scheme of things can be misleading, and can be directly
affected by local anomalies which are outside of larger
trends.
Property prices have always fluctuated, with all sorts of
drivers. Most recently we have had a tightening of credit
and now an election is looming too – although we seem
to have been in a non-stop election campaign for months.
These two factors have contributed heavily to buyers
spending plenty of time looking, but somewhat hesitant
to commit.
If you look at the national capital city picture, Sydney has
dropped by -10.4% in the last year, followed by
Melbourne at -9.1%. Brisbane on the other hand has only
dropped -0.5%.
Regional NSW has dropped by -2.8%, yet regional VIC
has grown by 3.7%. Regional QLD has dropped by 1.3%. This is the first time since 2012 Brisbane has
shown a decline. Brisbane and QLD did not have the out
of control growth experienced by other cities.
How does all this relate to Coochie? Are we being
affected by all this southern turmoil? The short answer is
no, not really. The table and chart show the month and
yearly median changes on Coochie from 2014 to 2018.
Please note that “median” does NOT mean average.
It means that exactly half of the homes sold are above
this price and exactly half are below. Eg. if there are 5
homes sold at prices such as $175,000, $200,000,
$250,000, $350,000 and $600,000, the median price
would be $250,000, ie. the one in the middle. The
average price would be more than this at $315,000.
Why use the median price reference instead of the
average?
Because it is a better representative figure of what the
market is actually doing because it is not unduly
influenced by extremely high or extremely low sales in
the same period.

So on a cheerful note, the median price on Coochie
is continuing to steadily increase, with just a slight
hiccup in the mid quarter of 2017. This is
evidenced by the number of homes being
renovated, new ones being built – generally people
taking pride and care in their homes, and it is
reflected in the current median price of $345,000.
The source of this data is Core Logic, which is
generally 3 months behind reality, hence the lack of
figures yet for 2019. I will revisit this subject in a
few months’ time, so we can all keep an eye on
these trends.
If you are finding these graphs hard to read in this
small format, drop me a line and I can email you a
bigger version.
Have a happy and safe Easter!
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All listings printed in good faith. Please contact Editor to update
listing.

JP Services
Ian Rowland……………………………………………………………………………………….…3207 8221 / 0409 619 270
Kayleen Sherry………………..…………………………………………………………………………………. 0408 627 544
Phil Toop………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 3207 0703
Keith Stebbins……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 0417 792 831
Mike Gregory……………………………………………………………………………………………………... 0438 077 357
Progress Association
President: Craig Carter.……………………………………………………………………………………................... 0439 772 495
Secretary: Heather Smith………………………………………………………………………................................. 0433 667 315
Anzac Day and Remembrance Day Memorials Doug Cope…………………………………………………….. 0421 463 161
Coochie Art & Craft Markets
Heather Smith…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 0433 667 315
Coochie Card Players Group, Tues 9-12, Recreation Building, Eunice Timmerman………………………… 0409 486 710
Coochie Community Shopping Service (CCSS) President: Geoff Bachus……………………………………. 0407 777 221
Secretary: Andrew Ross ...……………………………………………………………………………………………… 0400 774 606
Croquet Club
Jacqui Pritchard.…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 3207 0915
Coochie Foodies
Russell Austerberry rausterberry@gmail.com ………………………………………………………………………. 0423 860 848
Jock Allan Memorial Gym
Chair: David Brown………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 0415 756 800
Membership: Graham Keech …………………………………………………………………………………………... 0407 024 553
New Member Orientation: Helen Symes……………………………………………………………………………… 0412 340 227
Men’s Shed President: Bob Corpe………………………………………………………………………3820 7002 / 0412 190 982
Tennis Court Bookings for Recreation Club Members
Peter Pritchard…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….3207 0915
Contact Curlew Café for General Public bookings for Tennis Court ……………………………………………. 3207 7207
Indoor Bowls
(Monday) Maureen Watson…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 3245 5017
(Thursday) Noela Chalkley…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 3820 8816
Coochie Art Group President: Jan Cox ………………………………………… ………………………………….. 0407 780 154
Poetry & Writing Group Terry Byrne ………………………………………………………………………………… 0423 095 983
Isle of Coochie Golf
President: Brian Aitken………………………….………………………………………………………………………. 0409 265 925
Vice President: Martin Newton……………………………………………………………………………………….... Secretary: Jacqui Christensen……………………………………………………………………………………….... 0419 026 708
Captain: Wayne Nugent………………………………………………………………………………………………... 0407 335 934
nd
Coochie Hackers Golf (meet 2 Saturday of every month)
President: Cheryl Curtis……………………………………………………………………………………………….... 0427 850 498
Coochiemudlo Island Heritage Society Inc
Keith Stebbins……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 0417 792 831
Recreation Club
President: Denise Foley………………………………………………………………………………………………… 0413 176 990
Secretary: Peter Webb…………………………………………………………… ……………………………………. 3820 8732
Bushcare Kevin Childs………………………………………………………………………………….……………… 0437 938 953
Coochiemudlo Island Coastcare Vivienne Roberts-Thomson………………………………………………….. 0411 226 363
Op Shop Marion O’Garey………………………………………………………………………………………………. 0418 759 228
Surf Life Saving Secretary: Katrina Kerr ……………………………….……………………………………………. 0448 109 762
Coochiemudlo Library Wednesday and Saturday 9.00 to 11.00 - Range of DVD's & Books
Norma Green…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 3207 8895
Jane Morganti……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 3207 9245
Catholic St Rita’s Parish 11.00 am Saturday at Community Hall ………………………………Contact Donna 0428 514 886
Coochie Community Family Church 9.15 Sundays Pine Ridge Chapel, 11 Shirley St Rev Barry Reed…… 0405 633 048
Rev Pam Reed…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 0405 046 345

If you love Coochie Island News and want it to continue, please support the businesses sponsoring and
advertising in this issue. They make printing of this newspaper possible!

Deadline for content & your completed ads for our May issue is
15 April 2019 - Be quick! Space Limited!

SERVICES & TRADES On Coochiemudlo Island &/or Serving Coochiemudlo Island
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All listings printed in good faith, licences not sighted, for more info just ask your tradie
Free listing on this page for regular advertisers $20 p/month for casual advertisers
A big thank you to the following businesses for booking ads for a 12 month period!
Catherine Goldwater, LJ Hooker Cleveland & Craig Carter, Coochie Contractors!
ACCOMMODATION SERVICES
Gindabara……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Oasis on Coochiemudlo………………………………………………………………………………………………..
BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Modern Day P.A., Cath McGregor……………………………………………..…….…cath@moderndaypa.com
Taxation and Business Consultants………………………………………………………………………………….
BUILDERS/CARPENTERS
Steve O’Hara Licensed Builder & Carpenter………………………………………………………………………...
Matt Bufalino, Bufalino Builders, QBCC 1112254…………………………………………………………………..

0488 886 000
3207 7600
0422 509 697
3245 1466
0430 504 778
0402 120 780

CAFES, RESTAURANTS, TAKEAWAY
Curlew Café – also takes General Public bookings for Tennis Court ………………………………………………….
Oasis on Coochiemudlo Island………………………………………………………………………………………..
Red Rock Café………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3207 7207
3207 7600
3207 8181

COACHING – PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONAL
Moze Crozier, Campfire Coop, Workplace and Organisation Transformation…..………………………………

0411 398 157

CONTRACTORS – Property Maintenance, Handyman, Machinery Hire, Mainland Pickups/Deliveries
Craig Carter, Coochie Contractors……………………………………………………………………………………

0439 772 495

ELECTRICIANS
John Horton Lic: 72939 (2019)……………………………………………………………………………………......
MARRIAGE & FUNERALS
Gail Webb, Funeral Director…………………………………………………………celestial.funerals@gmail.com
Sherryn Filip……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
FURNITURE REMOVALS
Bay Island Transport……………………………………………………………………………………………………

0412 742 331
0407 486 656
0407 531 400
3206 8633

HEALTH & WELLBEING SERVICES
Liftoff Yoga, Karen Klenner…………………………………………………………………………………………...

0400 736 208

PAINTING AND TILING
Sanya Seth, Text for Enquiries ……………………………………………………………………………………….

0404 724 134

REAL ESTATE AGENTS
LJ Hooker Cleveland, Catherine Goldwater…………………………………………………………………….……
Team Solomon Estate Agents, Kerry Burton…………………………………………………………………………

0402 274 830
0498 251 549

TERMITE SERVICES & PEST CONTROL
Shane Poole, Consolidated Termite Services & General Pest Control..…………,…breeze63@bigpond.com
TRANSPORT
Bay Island Transport……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Amity Trader – Barge/Ferry to Coochiemudlo Island.………………………...…………………………………….
Amity Trader – Charters including house moving..………………………………………………………………….
Amity Trader – Barge to Moreton Island……………………………………………………………………………..

0422 395 548
3206 8633
3820 6557
0414 668 187
0475 740097

Thank you for supporting your local news and information source for
Coochiemudlo Island and the Redlands!

Shop and support local! Don’t forget to tell them you saw their ad in the
Coochie Island News!

Kindly sponsored by

07 3206 8633
admin@BayIslandTransport.com.au
www.BayIslandTransport.com.au

Servicing the Redlands and all Bay Islands since 1974

